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dear little Father, that you are coming, and you can speak to
Carlotta in my apartment/ 'Those are sweet words/ Ludwig
answered and enclosed a poem to the girl. 'Your willingness and
hers cheer me/1 The preparations for the journey were already
made when his daughter's state of health suddenly became worse.
The doctors had to forbid all visits and excitement, and con-
sequently the King had to give up his project. But it was im-
possible to save his daughter's life and she died on 25th May,
1862,

Ludwig was in Bad Briickenau when he received the news.
It affected him very deeply. He loved his clever daughter Mathilde
dearly, and, in addition, all connection with Carlotta was now
broken off. He missed his daughter's good advice very greatly;
she had always been able to prevent a final declaration to her
lady-in-waiting. But this was now bound to take place. Ludwig
felt he must know for certain how matters stood. Upon his
definite question whether Carlotta would share the remaining
years of his life with him, the young girl gave a very decisive
answer.

'Forgive me, Your Majesty, I have always said that I would tell
you the truth. I swore to you that I would do so. You yourself
made the request and therefore I must stand by it. I absolutely
cannot/

Sadly and with bitterness in his heart, the King returned to
Briickenau. 'Oh, how different it was2 last time I was in
Briickenau. I believe that I was your choice just as you were mine.
Nobody here was allowed to know of my love/ Now the dream
was over; still Ludwig wished to keep his love for the girl and safe-
guard her future in every way: 'We must never become strangers,
never. I will remain Carlotta's true friend until death/3

During this sad time a bronze statue had been erected to King
Ludwig in Munich, as a token of homage during his lifetime and
also with some idea of making up to him for what had once taken
place. The burghers had spoken of this intention years ago and
had submitted plans. .The King chose a design by Schwanthaler
made at one time for the statue of an Hungarian horseman, the
principal figure in it being led by two pages on the right and left,

1  Ludwig I to Mathilde of Hesse, 4th April, 1862. Munich H.A,

2  To Carlotta, Bad Briickenau, 4th June, 1862.  Munich H.A.

3  Draft of a letter from Ludwig I to Carlotta v. Breidbach, written from Bad
Briickenau, 13th June, 1862. Munich H.A.